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The Department of Social and Industrial Research of the International 
Missionary Council, with headquarters at Geneva, is about to undertake its first 
piece of field investigation. On July Ist a team of three men, sent by the 
Department, will sail from Southampton for Capetown, and, aftar meeting the Africa 
members of the team in Johannesburg, and conferring with their South African 
Counsellors, will proceed north, fifteen hundred mil.ics to the Belgian Congo to 
begin the enquiry in the mining district of Katanga and Kasai provinces. 

The object of the commission is te conduct an enquiry into the human 
needs of the populations centering in the great mining regions of South Africa. 
The industrialization of the African in the gold mines of the Witwatersrand has 
been for fifty years one of the outstanding. influences in the modernization of 

he Bantu race. For better or for worse the system has been placing its mark 
upon the African and has brought fundamental changes to native society. With 

the opening of the newer mining centers in the Belgian Congo and Northern Rhodesia 
the process of industrial tr-asformation of native life witnessed in the Union of 
South Africa is being re-enacted. However, government, organized capital and 
missions are in varying measure alive to the responsibility that rests upon them 
for avoiding the serious evils which have developed under the mining systems of 

the Union, and are to an encouraging extent aware of their opportunity to conserve, 
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stabilize, and recreate the African peopls. 


The enquiry which the Department has undertaken will appr°ach the problen 
from four angles;- native administration, economics, sociology, and missions. The 
close relationships of government, large industry, and missions and their inter- 
dependence upon one another, calls for a careful analysis of the factors that con- 
dition the activities of these three dominant influences that ars changing Africa. 
The members of the team have been chosen with this in view. The leader and coor- 
dinator of the team is J. Merle Davis, Director of the Geneva Department, himself 
a missionary of experience in the Pacific aree. Associated with him will be Mr. 
Leo Marquard, lecturer in History of Grey College School, Bloemfontein, a student 
of native administration and expert in native affairs; Mr. A.E.G. Robinson, lec- 
turer in Economics and Fellow of Sydney Sussex College, Cambridge University; and 
Charles W. Coulter, Professor of Sociology of Ohio Wesleyan University. The part 
time services of the well known American Board missionary, Rev. Ray Phillips of 
Johannesburg, have been secured for the enquiry, and it is hoped that Miss Mabel 
Shaw, Principal of the M'bereshi Girls! School (LMS) of Northern Rhodesia, will 
also be available. 


The study will aim to throw light on the whole movement of industriali- 
zation of the native, a movement which is affecting half the continent of Africa. 
The process of adjustment of native society and the individual to the new wage 
economy introduced by western capital; to the alien sanctions and requirements of 
European law and administration thet have been superimposed upon the tribal system; 
to the new moral and ethical]. concepts and rules of the Christian religion; to the 
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new social and eommunity patterns, restraints, obligations, and liberties. What 
is to be the place of the native African in the Europeanized system of society 
that is erystallizing in his continent? How can the sound elements on which 
African communal and tribal life has evolved be conserved and made to contribute 
to the new life? How can a healthy, indigenous Christian Church be established 
which will stand tho strains of the transition from the old tc the new order? 
These are some of the questions on .which the enquiry will aim to throw light - 
questions in which Christian missions are profoundly concerned and which condition 
their future development. 


The team will be in Africa from the middle of July until early December 
and will give about four wecks to the Congo, five wecks to Northern Rhodesia, 
two wecks to Southern Rhodesia, and six weeks to the Union of South Africa. The 
Carnegie Corporation has agreed to finance this missionary research undertaking 
as coming within the scope of its interests in Africa. 


This enquiry is the first of a series bo which the Department will 
devote its energies during a four or five year period. Other problems which 
have been brought to the attention of the Department as seriously affecting 
missions in various parts of the world are:- the Cinema, Opium-Smoking, the 
Liquor Traffic, Supplementary Industrial Development for Rural Compunities, and 
Cooperatives. The Department has already begun a documentary study of the Opium 
and Narcotics problem and it is probable that its next major field enquiry will 
be concerning the relation of the Cinema to Missions and the Indigenous Church. 


